
History progression of vocabulary 
 

 Autumn 

Topic specific 

Spring 

Topic specific 

Summer 

Topic specific 

Non topic specific 

vocabulary  

EYFS • parent 

• grandparent 

• mother 

• father 

• grandad 

• grandmother 

• family 

• family 

• Christmas 

• Nativity 

• Diwali 

• celebrate 

• religions 

 

• Lunar New Year 

• Easter 

• Christians 

• Languages 

• different 

 

• Ramadan 

• Muslim 

• prayer 

• Ambulance 

• Firemen 

• Policemen 

 

• yesterday  

• today  

• tomorrow  

• old 

• new 

• days of the week  

• months of the year 

KS1 cycle A  Toys and Games  

• rich and poor 
• change and continuity 

• toys 

• materials  

• wood  

• plastic  

• simple  

• mechanical 

• inventions 

• old 

• new 

• electrical 

• expensive 

• cheap 

William Caxton 

• women in history 
• significance 

• Nicola Adams 

• Kadeena Cox 

• Gertrude Paul 

• Inspirational 

• disability 

• athletics 

• achieve 

• successful 

• challenges 

 

The Titanic 
• monarch 

• monarchy 

• queen  

• reign 

• family 

• related 

• similarities 

• differences 

• coronation 

• legacy 

• influence 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

• then 

• now 

• after 

• before 

• the present 

• the past 

• long ago 

• the future 

• ancient 

• modern 

• timeline 

• year  

• decade 

• century 

• date order 

• living memory 

• sequence 

• scale 

• interval  
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KS1 cycle B  Florence Nightingale/ Mary 

Seacole  
• making change 

• evidence 

• comparison 

• workhouse 

• health 

• education 

• home 

• entertainment 

• jobs 

• conditions 

• fairness 

• freedom 

• choice 

• poverty 

• orphan 

 

Great Fire of London 
• diary 

• eye witness 

• extinguish 

• fire squirt 

• homeless 

• destruction 

• ruins 

• architect 

• King Charles II 

• century 

• Samuel Pepys  

• Tower of London 

• baker 

• monarchy 

• rich and poor 

• River Thames 

• The Monument  

• cause and 
consequence 

•  

Christopher Columbus/ Neil 

Armstrong 
• explorer 

• astronaut 

• expedition  

• navigate 

• compass 

• landmarks 

• Route 

• Christopher Columbus,  

• America,  

• Cuba 

• The Bahamas 

• Native Americans 

• ship 

• sailor,  

• voyage,  

• deck, 

• he Indies,  

• The New World. 

• event  

• era  

• earlier  

• later  

• artefacts  

• time 

• order  

• timeline  

• evidence 
• chronology 

• sequence 

• scale 

• Interval 

• source 

Lower KS2 

cycle A 

The Stone Age 
• migration 

• trade 

• interpretations 

• Palaeolithic  

• Mesolithic  

• Neolithic  

• hunter-gatherer  

• hillfort  

• nomadic  

• settlement  

• prehistory  

• roundhouses  

 

Roman Invasion 

• monarchy  

• women in history 

• change 

• continued 

• River Nile 

• Pharaohs 

• temples 

• hierarchy 

• mummies 

• mummification 

• Hatshepsut 

• Ramesses the Great 

• conquer 

• achieve 

• Cleopatra 
• Rosetta stone 

Roman Civilisation 

• rich and poor 

• Ampitheatre 

• Colosseum 

• Empire 

• Soldier 

• Hadrian’s Wall 

• Boudicca 

• Julius Caesar 

• Claudius 

• Queen Cartimandua 

• Septimius Severus 

• Iron Age 

• Dalton Parlours 

• coins 

• Tassitus 

• historian  

• chronological  

• development  

• compare/contrast  

• influence  

• BC/AD  

• BCE - before the 

common era  

• CE – common era  

• civilisation  

• pre-history  

• source of evidence 

• chronology 
• sequence 

• scale 

• interval 
• interacted 
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• Nile 

• Tomb 

• Pyramid 

• Burial chamber 

• Tutankhamun 

• slavery 

 
• concurrence  
• primary source 

• secondary source 

Lower KS2 

cycle B   

Viking invasion 
• migration 

• trade 

• change 

• continue 

• longship 

• Freyja 

• Thor 

• Odin 

• thatched house 

• Warrior 

• Coins 

• Shield 

• Spear 

• Sword 

 

Tudors 

• Battle of Bosworth 

• Tudor rose 

• War of the Roses 

• Lancaster 

• York 

• Reformation 

• monarchy,  

• reign,  

• heir,  

• dissolution of the 
monasteries,  

• Catholic Church. 

 

Ancient Eygpt 
• monarchy  

• women in history 

• change 

• continued 

• River Nile 

• Pharaohs 

• temples 

• hierarchy 

• mummies 

• mummification 

• Hatshepsut 

• Ramesses the Great 

• conquer 

• achieve 

• Cleopatra 
• Rosetta stone 

• Nile 

• Tomb 

• Pyramid 

• Burial chamber 

• Tutankhamun 

• reliability 

• validity 
• BCE - before the 

common era  

• CE – common era  

• civilisation  

• significance  

• civilisation 

• chronological order 

• era 

• effect 

• sequence 

• scale 

• interval 
• interacted 

• concurrence 

• centuries  

• decade 

Upper KS2 

cycle A 

Benin 

• migration 

• trade 

• change 

• continue 

• Saxons 

• Jutes 

• settlement 

• invasion 

• raid 

• archaeologist 

Battle of Britain 

• monarchy 

• cause 

• consequence 
• Alliance 

• Colonised 

• Declare 

• Invade 

• Rationed 

• Tranches 

Local area study – 

Cassiobury Park  

• Watford 

• park 

• development 

• Earl of Essex 

• investigate 

• reliability 

• validity 

• bias 
• BCE - before the 

common era  

• CE – common era  

• civilisation  

• significance 

• change 

• sequence 
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• Danelaw 

• scandinavia 

• pagan 

• Alfred the Great 

•  

 

 

• Fighter 

• Soldier 

• Battle 

• Evacuation 

• Blitz 

• Nazi party 

• Propaganda 

• Active service 

• India 

 

• scale 

• interval 
• interacted 

• concurrence 

• continuity 

• primary source 

• secondary source 

 

Upper KS2 

cycle b  
Victorians 

• Victorian 

• Queen Victoria 

• Butler 

• Maid 

• chimney sweep 

• mangle 

• iron 

• washing dolly 

• washboard 

• dolly pegs 

• abacus 

• Cane 

• workhouse 

• poor 

• dormitory  

Ancient Greece 

• empire 

• monarchy 

• similarities 

• differences 
• Athens  

• Sparta  

• Olympic  

• Parthenon 

• God/goddess  

• democracy  

• philosophy 

• city states 

• myths 

• gods 

• invade 

• emperor 

• influence  

• coins 

 

Local area study 

Print and paper industry, 

links to the Grand Union 
canal  

• reliability 

• validity 

• bias 
• BCE - before the 

common era  

• CE – common era  

• civilisation  

• significance 

• change 

• continuity 

• primary source 

• secondary source 

• impacts 

• legacy 

• effects 

• societies  

• propaganda 

• sequence 

• scale 

• interval 
• interacted 

• concurrence 


